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N CONSERVATION

N OTI C E DATE: June 20, 2024

TIME: 4:00 pm
OF

MEETING

LOCATION: Hybrid Meeting

MEETING: BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEMBERS: Randy Barber, Bruce Buttar, Mark
AG E N DA Lovshin, Vicki Mink, Miriam Mutton,
Lance Nachoff, Tracy Richardson,
Adam Pearson, Joan Stover, Willie
Woo, Margaret Zwart

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement and Call to Order

Land Acknowledgement

The Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority respectfully acknowledges that the
land on which we gather is situated within the traditional and treaty territory of the
Mississauga’s and Chippewa’s of the Anishinabek, known today as the Williams
Treaties First Nations. Our work on these lands acknowledges their resilience and
their longstanding contribution to the area. We are thankful for the opportunity to
live, learn and share with mutual respect and appreciation.

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest

Minutes of Last Meeting — May 16, 2024 — attached

Adoption of the Agenda
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5.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Business Arising from Minutes:
None.

Delegations:
None.

Presentations:
a) Clean Water-Healthy Land Stewardship Program Update — staff report
attached

Correspondence:
None.

Applications under Ontario Regulation 168/06:
Permits approved by Executive - schedule attached

Permit applications requiring Board of Directors discussion:
None

Committee Reports:
a) Ganaraska Forest Recreational Users Committee minutes - June 6, 2024 -
attached

New Business:
a) Draft Conservation Land Strategy — staff report attached
b) Bill 168 - Stormwater Flood Prevention Act, 2024 — staff report attached

Other Business:
None.

Public Question Period - Agenda Items Only

- All questions are to be submitted the day before by 4:00 pm in advance of the
Board of Directors meeting in order to allow staff to prepare the answers to the

qguestions. The Chair has discretion for questions on the day of the meeting.

- A maximum of 10 minutes will be allotted for the Question Period. More time can

be allocated at the discretion of the Chair.

- Persons wishing to ask a question must state their name and address for the

record.
- Questions will be restricted to only those items listed on the agenda.
- Questions cannot be asked on “In Camera” items.

- Questions cannot be asked with respect to minutes of Board of Directors
meetings or committee meetings.
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- All persons will speak respectfully when asking the question.

- The Chair may conclude the Question Period prior to the ten (10) minute time
limit, where attendees are disobeying the Rules of Order, or a decision of the
Chair, or where there are no questions.

14. In Camera:
None.

15.  Adjourn



GANARASKA REGION CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

May 16, 2024 (Hybrid)

GRCA 03/24

1. Welcome, Land Acknowledgement and Call to Order

The Vice-Chair called the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority (GRCA) Board of
Directors meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

ALSO PRESENT:

ABSENT WITH
REGRETS:

ALSO ABSENT:

Land Acknowledgement

Willie Woo, Vice-Chair - Municipality of Clarington
Randy Barber - Town of Cobourg

Mark Lovshin, Chair - Township of Hamilton
Miriam Mutton - Town of Cobourg

Lance Nachoff - Township of Cavan Monaghan
Adam Pearson - Municipality of Port Hope

Tracy Richardson - City of Kawartha Lakes

Joan Stover - Township of Alnwick/Haldimand
Margaret Zwart - Municipality of Clarington

Linda Laliberte, CAO/Secretary-Treasurer
Cory Harris, Watershed Services Coordinator
Ken Thajer, Planning and Regulations Coordinator

Vicki Mink, Chair - Municipality of Port Hope

Bruce Buttar - Agricultural Representative

The Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority respectfully acknowledges that the land
on which we gather is situated within the traditional and treaty territory of the
Mississauga’s and Chippewa’s of the Anishinabek, known today as the Williams
Treaties First Nations. Our work on these lands acknowledges their resilience and their
longstanding contribution to the area. We are thankful for the opportunity to live, learn
and share with mutual respect and appreciation.

2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest

None.

3. Minutes of Last Meeting

GRCA 21/24
MOVED BY:
SECONDED BY:

Randy Barber
Tracy Robinson
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THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority approve the minutes of the April 18,
2024 meeting.
CARRIED.

4. Adoption of the Agenda

GRCA 22/24
MOVED BY: Miriam Mutton
SECONDED BY: Lance Nachoff

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority adopt the agenda.
CARRIED.

5. Business Arising from Minutes:
None.

6. Delegations
None.

7. Presentations
a) Legislative Changes Affecting Conservation Authorities Overview

Ken Thajer, Planning and Regulations Coordinator, provided a presentation on legislative
changes impacting Conservation Authorites and related the presentation to the
correspondence items. The members asked questions in regard to whether the changes
would allow for faster response times and the impact on staff workload. Much is still
unknown to answer the questions definitively. Tracy Richardson asked for the presentation
to be shared which staff will do.

GRCA 23/24
MOVED BY: Miriam Mutton
SECONDED BY: Mark Lovshin

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority receive the presentation for
information.
CARRIED.

8. Correspondence :

a) 04/24 Conservation Ontario’s comments on the “Regulation detailing new Minister's
Permit and Review powers under the Conservation Authorities Act” (ERO # 019-8320)
b) 05/24 Conservation Ontario re: Conservation Ontario’s comments on the “Proposed
policies for a new provincial planning policy instrument” (ERO # 019-8462)

c) 06/24 Conservation Ontario re: Conservation Ontario’s Comments on the “Proposed
Regulatory Changes under the Planning Act Relating to the Cutting Red Tape to Build
More Homes Act, 2024 (Bill 185)

Miriam Mutton asked if any of the Ganaraska's watersheds were included in the “large
and fast-growing municipalities” in Schedule 1. It was noted the Municipality of
Clarington is included in this schedule.
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GRCA 24/24
MOVED BY: Randy Barber
SECONDED BY: Miriam Mutton

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority note and file correspondence item
04/24 to 06/24.
CARRIED.

9. Applications under Ontario Reqgulation 168/06 and Conservation Authorities Act:
Permits approved by Executive:

GRCA 25/24
MOVED BY: Joan Stover
SECONDED BY: Mark Lovshin

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority receive the permits for information.
CARRIED.

Permit Application requiring Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority Board of Directors
discussion:
None.

10. Committee Reports:
None.

11. New Business:
None.

12. Other Business
None.

13. Public Question Period
None.

14. In Camera
a) Update on a legal matter

GRCA 26/24

MOVED BY: Miriam Mutton

SECONDED BY: Tracy Richardson

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority go in camera.
CARRIED.

GRCA 27/24

MOVED BY: Randy Barber

SECONDED BY: Mark Lovshin
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THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority come out of camera.
CARRIED.

15. Adjourn

GRCA 28/24
MOVED BY: Miriam Mutton

THAT the meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m.
CARRIED.

CHAIR CAO/SECRETARY-TREASURER



STAFF REPORT - June 20, 2024

TO: Chair and Members of the Board of Directors

RE: Clean Water - Healthy Land Stewardship Program 2024 Update

Pam Lancaster, Conservation Lands Coordinator and the Clean Water — Healthy
Land Financial Assistance Program Coordinator will be giving a PowerPoint
presentation to update the Members of the Board on first half of 2024 activities
and successes associated with the Clean Water — Healthy Land Stewardship
Program. This municipal partnership program is offered to residents within the
Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority and within the Municipality of
Clarington, Municipality of Port Hope, Township of Hamilton and Town of
Cobourg.

RECOMMENDATION:

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority receives the Clean Water —
Healthy Land Stewardship Program, 2024 Update presentation for information.

Prepared by: W

Pam Lancaster, B.Sc.
Conservation Lands Coordinator

Recommended by: A@»&a@ﬁjw@@

Linda J. Lalibertel, CPA, CGA
CAO / Secretary-Treasurer




Conservation Authorities Act - Ontario Regulation 41/24
Date: June 20, 2024

Permits approved by Executive:

Permit No. | Date Address Municipality/ Description of Works
Township
2355-05/24 | May 1/24 | County Road 2 (Elgin St.E.) | Hamilton Installation of new
from Hamilton Rd to Apple conduit and fibre optic
Orchard Road — Cobourg cable, via directional
Pt.Lts 27 — 35, Conc.1 bore method.
2361-05/24 | May 16/24 | 3520 Highway 35/115, Clarington Construction of an
Orono addition to an existing
Pt.Lt.29, Conc.3 agricultural building for
storage purposes.
2363-05/24 | May 9/24 | 31 Glen Watford Road Cobourg Construction of a new
(Reg.Plan 186, Reg.Lot 75) garage addition.
Cobourg
2369-05/24 | May 22/24 | 1 Eldorado Place Port Hope Abandoning inactive,
Port Hope underground
Pt.Lt.7, BF Conc. infrastructure and
associated
maintenance holes, and
restoring area surface
conditions.
2370-05/24 | May 22/24 | County Road 15 (from Hamilton Removing and
County Road 9 to County replacing 4 culverts like
Road 18) — Harwood for like.
Pt.Lt.5 & 6, Conc. 8 & 9
2375-06/24 | Jun. 6/24 | 7574 White Road — Kendal | Clarington Removing a created

Pt.Lts. 11 & 12, Conc. 7

driveway and stabilizing
the disturbed area with
vegetation. Minimal
topsoil, not to exceed 4
inches for vegetation
growth.




MINUTES OF THE GANARASKA FOREST
RECREATIONAL USERS COMMITTEE
June 6, 2024

RUC 2/24

1. Welcome and Call to Order
The Chair called the Ganaraska Forest Recreational Users Committee (RUC) meeting to
order at 7:09 pm and welcomed those present.

MEMBER PRESENT: Lance Nachoff, GRCA Board of Directors, Chair
Jim Pearson, Ontario Trail Riders Association
Jennifer Jackman, Ontario Nature
Randy Cunningham, Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Club
Lisa Thompson, Ontario Federation of Trail Riders
Alex Schmidt, Ontario Cycling Association
Carolyn Richards, Ontario Federation of ATV Clubs
Steve Brownell, Municipality of Port Hope
Maureen McDonald, Township of Cavan Monaghan
Matthew Robbins, Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters

ALSO PRESENT: Pam Lancaster, GRCA Conservation Lands Coordinator
ABSENT WITH
REGRETS: Marven Whidden, Municipality of Clarington

Peter Wood, Ontario Federation of 4x4 Clubs

ALSO ABSENT: Amber Panchyshyn, Orienteering Ontario
Garry Niece, Hike Ontario
Cross Country Ski Ontario (position unfilled)
City of Kawartha Lakes (position unfilled)

2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest
None.

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting
Maureen McDonald noted a spelling mistake in the trail modelling staff report.

RUC 01/24
MOVED BY: Alex Schmidt
SECONDED BY: Marueen McDonald

THAT the Ganaraska Forest Recreational Users Committee approve the minutes of the
November 2, 2023 meeting, and receive the minutes of the April 4, 2024 meeting for
information.
CARRIED.
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4. Adoption of Agenda

RUC 02/24
MOVED BY: Randy Cunningham
SECONDED BY: Carolyn Richards

THAT the Ganaraska Forest Recreational User Committee approve the agenda.
CARRIED.

5. Delegations
None

6. Presentations
None

7. Business Arising from the Minutes
None

8. Correspondence
None

9. New Business :
a) Announcement of Departure: Mark Gardiner, Chair of Recreational Users
Committee

RUC 03/24
MOVED BY: Jim Pearson
SECONDED BY: Carolyn Richards

THAT the Ganaraska Forest Recreational Users Committee receive the Announcement
of Departure: Mark Gardiner, Chair of Recreational Users Committee staff report for
information.
CARRIED.

b) Ganaraska Forest Trail Modeling Public Consultation Report

Alex Schmidt asked for an update on timelines and if tasks are still on track to implement
this initiative. Pam Lancaster notes that the project is on track. Jennifer Jackman inquired
how a split agree/disagree response is considered. Pam Lancaster spoke to how public
consultation was used to update project methods. Steve Brownell asked if there is data to
support where “areas designated to be managed for old-growth conditions and/or features”
are located. Pam Lancaster confirmed that through forest inventory work, the areas are
mapped. Maureen McDonald spoke to the importance of the environment for youth
education.
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RUC 04/24
MOVED BY: Carolyn Richards
SECONDED BY: Jim Pearson

THAT the Ganaraska Forest Recreational Users Committee receives the Ganaraska
Forest Trail Modeling Public Consultation Report, and staff report for information.
CARRIED.

c) Conservation Lands Strategy Update

RUC 05/24
MOVED BY: Carolyn Richards
SECONDED BY: Maureen McDonald

THAT the Ganaraska Forest Recreational Users Committee receive the Conservation
Lands Strategy Update staff report for information.
CARRIED.

10. Other Business

Alex Schmidt introduced a topic of trail maintenance in relation to the re-opening of 4.5
km of single-track trail in the Central Forest. Alex questioned the trail standards used, and
the topic of leaf blowing on trails. Discussion continued by many regarding the need to
balance conservation of land and public use. Jim Pearson, Steven Brownell and Lisa
Thompson spoke about the importance of multi-use trails and how the Ganaraska Forest
is known for its shared uses. Steve Brownell asked if a customer service/satisfaction
survey has ever been considered. Pam Lancaster noted that such surveys could be
possible in the future depending on the need to ask such questions. The Chair offered for
members to send their three biggest concerns about the Forest to him and Pam
Lancaster, Conservation Lands Coordinator.

11. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

RUC 06/24

MOVED BY: Randy Cunningham
SECONDED BY: Steve Brownell
THAT the meeting adjourn.

CARRIED.

The next meeting of the Ganaraska Forest Recreational User Committee is Thursday,

September 5, 2024 at 7:00 pm.

Chair Conservation Lands Coordinator




STAFF REPORT - June 20, 2024
TO: Chair and Members of the Board of Directors

RE: Draft Conservation Land Strateqy

In December 2020, changes in the Conservation Authorities Act resulted in the
introduction of mandatory programs and services which are to be delivered by all
conservation authorities. Ontario Regulation 686/21 defines one of the mandatory
programs as the “conservation and management of lands”. Further, Section 10 of the
regulation requires all conservation authorities to prepare a Conservation Area Strategy,
for all lands owned or controlled by conservation authorities, by December 31, 2024.

The GRCA has modified the name of the strategy to “Conservation Lands Strategy” to
better reflect the varying types of uses, and management of GRCA lands. The
Conservation Lands Strategy will be used to guide the operation, maintenance, and
development of all GRCA lands.

Attached to this staff report is the draft Conservation Land Strategy that has been
prepared and internally reviewed by staff. Beginning late July, public consultation will
occur consisting of open houses and an online survey. Following public consultation, a
final Conservation Lands Strategy will be presented in the fall to the Board of Directors
for consideration.

RECOMMENDATION:

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority receives the Draft Conservation
Land Strategy staff report for information;

FURTHER THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority receives the Draft
Conservation Land Strategy document for information and review; and

FURTHER THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority directs staff to begin
public consultation.

Prepared by: W

Pam Lancaster, B.Sc.
Conservation Lands Coordinator

Recommended by: @:On@ L\ 9Q(/ﬂ

Linda J. Lalibérte; CPA, CGA
CAO / Secretary-Treasurer




CONSERVATION LAND STRATEGY

For Lands Owned by the Ganaraska Region Conservation
Authority

Draft May 2024

~—
QGanaraska
/N conseRvaTION




Table of Contents

1o INETOAUCHION ..o 1
2. History of Land Acquisition and Land Management in the GRCA, 1946 to 2015......1
3. Applicable Legislation and Planning INtiatives .............c..cooooeeeeieoeeeci e 3
Conservation AUhOTIHIES ACE ........c..ooiuiiiieeeee e 3
Ontario Regulation 686/21 Mandatory Programs and Services................cc.ccceeunen.... 3
Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority Strategic Plan ................coooviiiiiiciee e 4
Watershed PIaNS ...........ooiiiiiiiii e 5
Ganaraska Forest Management Plan.............c.ooovioiiiiiiecciee e, 5
Terrestrial Natural Heritage Strategy ..........cccooeiiiiiiiieeecee e 5
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan..................cooouvivieiiieiiiiee e, 6
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities ACt.............ccccoiiiiiiiiee e 6
4. Planning Process........ s s s ame ks 53 wcwns s i s nn gl o s SRR s s i R G S 6 6558 6
5. Summary of Consultation and Engagement .............ccoooiiiiiiiiiieeiieeee e 7
6. GRCA Land Use Categori€s........cceeiuiieieeeeieieeeiieeeeeeetee et 8
CONSEIVALION ATCAS .....ceiiiiiieeiiie ettt e e e 9
GaNAraska FOrESt..........oooiiiiiiiiiice e 10
MaNAGEMENT ATEAS ......ccoviieeiiie et 10
Conservation Authority Administrative Area ..............cccoocvvioeeeeiiee e, 11
7. Mandatory and Non-Mandatory Programs and Services............ccccooevvvveeeveecenenn.. 11
8. (Goals, Objectives, and Strategic ACHONS.........c.vveveieiieeeeeeeeeeeee e, 12
Natural Feature Management..............ooooiiiiiiiiiii e 12
Strategic Action 1.1.1: Update Conservation Area Management Plans ................c........... 12
Strategic Action 1.1.2: Create an Invasive Species Management Plan...........cc...ccccoeu..... 12
Strategic Action 1.1.3: Update the Ganaraska Forest Management Plan......................... 12
Strategic Action 1.1.4: Create a GRCA Lands Monitoring Plan ................ccccoovvecvvieeeenn., 12
Recreational and Educational Opportunities ...........c....oooieiieieieiee e, 13
Strategic Action 2.1.1: Recreational Trail Maintenance Guidelines................cc.ccccovveeeenn. 13
Strategic Action 2.1.2: Recreational Trail Crossings Guidelines................ccc.ccoveveeeieeenn 13
Strategic Action 2.1.3: Ganaraska Forest Access Guidelines..............c.cccooveeeviiiccieeieen. 13
Strategic Action 2.1.4: Signage GUIdEIINES .............ooooiuiiiiiieiieeeeeee e 14
Strategic Action 2.1.5: Creation of Temporary Area and Trail Closure Guidelines............. 14
Strategic Action 2.1.6 Creation of Trail Re-routing or Permanent Closure Guidelines ....... 14
Strategic Action 2.1.7: Creation of Trail Mapping Guidelines................c.ccooveeviveicineeen 14
Strategic Action 2.1.8: Creation of an Area and Trail Monitoring Plan ..............cccocoeeeen. 15
Strategic Action 2.1.9 Volunteer Engagement Opportunities .................ccoceeeeeieeieieeeeenne, 15
Innovative Resource MeChaniSmMS..............oooiiiuiiiiiiiiieccee e 15
Strategic Action 3.1.1: Trail Network Improvements ...............cccooooveiiiiieiiiieeeeeeeeeee 16
Strategic Action 3.1.2: Cultural Heritage Data Collection...................cooviivoiiieieeiceee e 16
Strategic Action 3.1.3: Considerations to Regional Trails, Local Trails, and Public Spaces...... 16

9. Implementation of the Conservation Lands Strategy..............cc.ccooveevvveiierineeennn, 17
10, CONCIUSION ...ttt 20














































































