A Year in Review – 2014
The GRCA was formed in October 1946 under the Conservation Authorities Act and is one of the oldest
conservation authorities in Ontario. February marked the celebration of the 68th year in operation, and
what a year it was - eventful, inspiring, successful and rewarding.
Everything from tree planting to water sampling; guided forest hikes to electrofishing; Authority staff were
on the go throughout 2014.
Three large initiatives were completed last year. The GRCA Climate Change Strategy, which provides
direct, meaningful and strategic actions addressing climate change; providing information required to
integrate climate change considerations into programs and operations of the Conservation Authority.
Board and staff also completed the GRCA Strategic Plan - Vision 2020 - which is a roadmap for the
future; it will lead the Conservation Authority from today to where it would like to be tomorrow and
beyond. The Drinking Water Source Protection Plan was also approved; implementation of this plan is
starting this year.
Many projects and services were added to the Conservation Authority’s list of accomplishments as well.
To name a few - 36 stewardship projects approved; over 46,000 tree seedlings planted across the region;
700 trees supplied to Clarington residents and 400 to Municipality of Port Hope landowners. Several
fisheries habitat projects completed; installation of metal panels in the bottom openings of the Ganaraska
River railings to protect users of the walkways from the dangers of falling into the channelization. An
inventory of all flood plain mapping in Ontario began; the Authority successfully completed the
Showcasing Water Innovations (SWI) project which saw multi-year match funding awarded by the Ontario
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change to explore new and innovative ways of developing digital
elevation data for floodplain mapping. The 36 year-old Ganaraska Forest Centre Outdoor Education
program continued to grow; the Centre has welcomed over 50,000 visitors - from school children to
community groups; corporate guests to wedding parties since 2009. Partnerships were formed here,
there and everywhere – which the GRCA is continuously thankful for.
The GRCA is moving into its 69th year as a leading environmental organization with a mission to enhance
and conserve across the Ganaraska Region Watershed by serving, educating, informing and engaging.
It is important to continue the connection between a healthy watershed and healthy, strong sustainable
communities. The GRCA wishes to thank the communities they serve for their continued support. As they
move into 2015, they do so setting a course for ambitious, innovative and bold watershed management.
Please review the 2014 Annual Report

